996	INDIAN MEDICINAL PLANTS
The following are used medicinally m Europe—R. grossularia
Linn., R. nigrum Linn., R. rubmm Linn.—; in Siberia—R. grossulana
Linn.
Traces of free hydrocyanic acid have been found in the young
shoots of certain species—R. aureum, R. nigrwn, R. rubrum.
The fruit of R. rubrum Linn, is officinal in France.
1. Ribes orientale Desf. Hist. Arb. II (1809) 88.—
plate 403.
A small shrub, unarmed, pubescent with short hairs, and viscid
all over -with numerous, yellow or brown stipitate glands. Leaves
generally fasciculate; hianchlets marked with the scars of bud-scales
and leaves. Leaves nearly orbicular, with cordate or Bounded base,
3- rarely 5- lobed, crenate-dentate, greyish brown beneath; basal nerves
3 or 5, with few lateral nerves. Flowers unisexual, dioecious, in erect
racemes, with linear or oblong, concave, ciliate, deciduous bracts,
somewhat longer than pedicels. Male racemes with many, female
with few flowers, Calyx flat, cup-shaped; segments ovate, obtuse,
much longer than the small obovate petals Filaments short, not
exceeding anthers. Berry red or yellow when ripe, with scattered
glandular hairs, 6 mm long or less, with about 10 seeds.
Distribution Arid tracts of Inner Himalaya, between 6,500 and 14',000 ft, from
the Indus to Nepal Tibet, Afghanistan, Persia, Kurdistan, Caucasus, Armenia, Syria,
Asia Minor, Greece
The berries, taken one or two at a time, are considered an excellent
purgative (Aitchinson ),
Bhotia; Darbag—; Ladak; Askuta, Askutar—; NorthWestern
Provinces* Gwaldakh, Kaghak—; Punjab: Nangke, Nyaiphulanch—;
Spiti: Yange—.
2    Ribes ttigram L. Sp. PL (1753) 201.
Unarmed; aromatic, with round yellow glands on calyx and
underside of leaves. Flowers bisexual, racemes few-flowered, pube-
scent, a tuft bf leaves at the hase, Hacts minute, much shorter than
pedicel, lower pedicels longer than upper; calyx tubular or campami-
late beyond fcvary* Berries black, 8 mm. diam., very aromatic.
Kmxaver and dry inner valleys of Kashmir.

